
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Wednesday, 17 June 2009] 

 p5176c-5176c 
Mr Roger Cook; Dr Kim Hames 

 [1] 

HAYDN LOWE � APPOINTMENT TO ABORIGINAL CULTURAL MATERIAL COMMITTEE 

544. Mr R.H. COOK to the Minister for Indigenous Affairs: 
I refer the minister to the appointment of Mr Haydn Lowe as chair of the Aboriginal Cultural Material 
Committee under the Aboriginal Heritage Act 1972. Will the minister confirm that at no stage did he or his 
office communicate with the Department of Indigenous Affairs, instructing it to proceed with the appointment of 
Mr Lowe as chair, despite his name not being on the recommended list of names? 

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 
I welcome the students from Ocean Road Primary School in my electorate.  

The member asked me this question yesterday, and asked whether I could confirm that none of my staff had 
communicated with the Department of Indigenous Affairs. I replied that I could not confirm that, because 
obviously my staff communicated with the senior officers of that department. I think that the member was trying 
to suggest that my staff had had direct contact with Pam Thorley, the registrar, in relation to the issues being 
discussed. The response to that suggestion is: no, they did not. In fact, I said that I would confirm that, and I have 
since been back and asked my staff the question again, because the member is obviously showing some signs of 
disbelief. My staff reaffirmed that they have been in contact with senior members of the department�largely the 
director general, but also other senior staff�on that issue. With regard to the appointment of Mr Lowe, the 
member has a copy of the advice that was given to me by Lorraine Allen and presented by me yesterday, in 
which she stated that in her view I had followed the correct procedures in appointing Mr Lowe as chairman. That 
is what I believe to be the case. 
 


